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Supreme Court of the United States
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March 30 and 31, 2010

T

he Law Center sponsored its second biennial United States
Supreme Court Admissions Ceremony on March 30 and 31.

NSU Law Center alumni stood before the nine justices of the

j WLAW—The First Voice
in Law School Radio®
www.nsulaw.nova.edu/radio

Supreme Court and were sworn in to the bar of the highest court in
the nation. Applicants sworn in were admitted to the Bars of the

states of Florida, New York, Texas, and Wyoming and were found
to possess the necessary qualifications for admission. Alumni sworn
in included
Aaron Allison '06

Joseph Jones '99

Margaret Arneson '01

Carolina Maluje '01

Jamie Finizio Bascombe '93
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In celebration of this event, a Marshall's full breakfast reception was

Marc Schechter '98

held in the Supreme Court East Conference Room on both days. On

Phillip Semenick '01

March 30, the Shepard Broad Law Center and the Nova Southeastern

Joshua Deckard '01

Gary Sheres '05

University Alumni Association hosted "Supreme Decisions," an eve

Rachel Diaz '01

Sorraya Solages '02

ning of networking and camaraderie at the Liaison Capitol Hill Hotel.

Paul Finizio '83

Mara Beth Sommers '79

Athornia Steel, dean; Bruce Rogow, professor; and Tim O'Brien, distin

Theresa Fontana '02

Angela Spencer '02

guished visiting professor and former chief ABC news correspondent at

Roland Galdos '01

Jason Steinman '02

the U.S. Supreme Court, spoke at the event. Rogow, who has argued

Davina Tala '03

several cases before the Supreme Court, had the honor of moving the

Erin Tieso '02

admission of our alumni to the Court. Admittees and their guests were

Robert Gregg, professor
Cynthia Gunther '01
Jason Gunther '96

Helen Warner '03

Alicia Jackson '03

David Wiegand '81

able to hear decisions handed down by the Court as well as oral argu
ments before the Court. •
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NSU Law Center Leads South Florida
Schools in Bar Pass Rate
The Shepard Broad Law Center had the highest pass rate of all five
South Florida law schools and ranked third overall in the state on the
July 2009 and February 2010 Florida Bar Exams. In the February exam
results, which were released on April 12, NSU law graduates had a
passage rate of 82.1 percent, well above the statewide average of
72.2 percent. Of the 11 law schools in the state, only Ave Maria Law
School, which had one graduate sit for the exam, and Florida State
University had higher pass rates.

The 1st DCA, seated in Tallahassee, has the pleasure of choosing its speaker
first from all those who pass the bar. The selection process is secretive. As
Tyler reported, the person who called to invite him said he would never
know the reason he was selected. It was later revealed that his bar score
was the highest NSU law instructors remember seeing from their students.
Another February bar taker, Matthew G. Struble, '10, was invited to speak
his call, he was told that he was selected because he had the highest score
in the 4th DCA. Congratulations to both of these outstanding graduates

Susan Greenhawt, John Frusciante, and Kenneth Gillespie presided at

and all those who were welcomed into The Florida Bar. •

the swearing-in ceremony.

Nova Southeastern University Announces Leadership Succession Plan
The Nova Southeastern University (NSU)

vice president and COO for the last 12 years.

December 7, 2009, on a leadership suc

Previously, he spent 30 years serving as a

cession plan, as announced by Ronald G.

city manager in the cities of Fort Lauderdale,

Assaf, chair of the Board of Trustees, and

Portsmouth, and Virginia Beach and assist

Alan B. Levan, chair of the Presidential

ant

Succession Committee. On January 1, 2010,

He holds a B.S. from Virginia Tech, an
M.S. in Public Administration from Old

chancellor and CEO. George L. Hanbury

Dominion University in Virginia, and a

approved,

NSU chancellor

city manager in Norfolk, Virginia.

Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D., became university
II, Ph.D.,

Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D.

Hanbury has held the position of executive

Board of Trustees unanimously voted on

became

university

president

and COO. The board also unanimously
based

on

the

recommenda

tion of the succession committee, that in
2011, Hanbury will assume the role of
CEO when Ferrero's term as CEO expires.
Recognizing that his 13-year tenure as

president/CEO would expire in 2011, Ferrero urged the trustees to
adopt a succession plan.
"I am humbled and honored to receive the confidence of the board to
lead the university as President Ferrero's successor," said Hanbury. "I

Shepard Broad Law Center

selected to be the student speaker at the 1st DCA Swearing-in Ceremony.

Bar at a special ceremony held at the Law Center on April 13. Judges
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For two graduates, double honors were in order. Jeremy Tyler, '10, was

at the 4th DCA Swearing-in Ceremony in Palm Beach. When Struble got

Graduates were honored for their achievements and sworn into The
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NSU Law Graduates Speak at the 1st and 4th
District Court of Appeals Swearing-in Ceremonies

credit the mentorship of Ray Ferrero, Jr., for the last 12 years and his
guidance in assisting NSU in achieving educational preeminence."

Ph.D. in Public Administration from Florida
Atlantic University.
Ferrero served as NSU's sixth president from
January 1998 to January 2010. His involve George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D.
ment with NSU began in 1984 as a member NSU president/COO
of the Board of Trustees. He served as chair
man of the Board of Trustees from October 1988 until September 1995.
He then held the post of vice chairman until becoming president in 1998.
Under Ferrero, NSU has grown into the seventh largest independent,
not-for-profit university in the nation and the largest in the South
east. In his 12 years as president, enrollment has increased 68 percent,
from 16,921 in 1998 to 29,154 as of fall 2009. He has also overseen a
transformation of NSU's main campus, with more than two million
square feet of construction projects completed within the past 10 years. •
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Law Center Co-Sponsors Event with Cornelius
Nestler, Special Prosecutor Representing
Survivors and Family Members of Those
Killed at Sobibor Death Camp
Cornelius Nestler is representing survivors and family members of those killed at the Sobibor
death camp in the case that has charged John Demjanjuk, a presumed Nazi guard, as an

NSU Law Center Ranked Fourth by Hispanic
Outlook in Higher Education Magazine
Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education Magazine's December 14, 2009, issue included the
article, "A Look at Some Top Law Schools for Hispanics," which reported that "historically,
Hispanics have been underrepresented in the legal profession. Less than 4 percent of
lawyers in the United States are Hispanic, even though Hispanics make up more than
five times that number, according to the last U.S. Census." NSU ranked fourth in their
Top 25 Lists for Hispanic enrollment and law degree conferral. B

accessory to the murder of 27,900 people. Nestler also serves as a professor of criminal law
and criminal procedure at the University of Cologne in Germany. Born in Ukraine, Demjan
juk gained U.S. citizenship in 1958. Though he subsequently lost his U.S. citizenship, it was
reinstated following the overturn of his conviction in Israel for being "Ivan the Terrible" of
Treblinka. But the U.S. Justice Department reopened the deportation case against him after
a federal judge ruled in 2002 that Demjanjuk was a guard at Sobibor. After several appeals,
he was deported to Germany. Demjanjuk denies being a Nazi guard and claims he was a Red
Army soldier held as a prisoner of war by the Germans. The speaking event with Nestler was

Winter Graduation Ceremony
The Law Center held its winter graduation ceremony for 40 graduates and their families on
Sunday, December 20, 2009, in the Rose and Alfred Miniaci Performing Arts Center. The
ceremony included 22 graduates being awarded a Juris Doctor degree and 18 graduates being
awarded a Master of Science degree in areas of health law, education law, or employment law.

co-sponsored by the Shepard Broad Law Center, the Community Relations Committee of the

The winter graduation ceremony allows each graduate receiving a J.D. degree to choose to

Jewish Federation of Broward County, and the law firm Becker & Poliakoff, RA. B

be "hooded" by a family or faculty member who significantly influenced his or her academic
career. The hooding ceremony was followed by a reception in the Law Center atrium. B

Accountability for Crimes Against Humanity
The Inter-American Center for Human Rights (IACHR) and National Security Law Society
presented the Accountability for Crimes Against Humanity Symposium and CLE on March
9-11. The event began with a presentation on the accountability of world criminals. This
included a discussion on the Nuremberg and Tokyo War Crimes Tribunals; the trials of Slobodon Milosevic, Charles Taylor, Kaing Guek Eav, Adolf Eichmann, Augusto Pinochet, Sad
dam Hussein, and Erich Honecker; Truth and Reconciliation Commissions; Fidel and Raul
Castro; and accountability of U.S. officials. The second night featured honored guest speaker
Colonel Lawrence Wilkerson, former chief of staff for Secretary of State Colin Powell, who
spoke about the Bush administration's post-9/11 policy. The final night featured a debate
about the accountability of U.S. officials for alleged crimes against humanity, including the
torture of detainees. The event was held at NSU's Alvin Sherman Library. •

NSU Law Center's Consumer Protection Law
Internship Course Wins Award
The National Association of Counties (NACO), the national organization representing
county governments in the United States, presented the Broward County Consumer Pro
tection Division with two 2009 Achievement Awards for "innovative county government
programs." One award was presented for NSU Law Center's Consumer Protection Law
Internship course that provides students with a hands-on opportunity to resolve consumer
disputes. The course, which includes instruction in local, state, and federal consumer pro
tection law, allows the students to be placed with Broward County Consumer Affairs to
work side by side with agency personnel in the processing of consumer complaints. Stu
dents not only intake consumer complaints, they work to administratively resolve these
complaints through a conciliation or administrative hearing. The course was designed by
Michael Flynn, NSU professor of law, and Mona Fandel '77, Broward County Consumer
Affairs director. The clinical internship includes an advanced workshop in consumer pro

Darfur Calling

tection law taught at the law school in addition to the internship placement. There is also
a pro bono aspect to this internship in that the services provided by the division are free

The Law Center's Inter-American Center for Human Rights (IACHR), in cooperation with

to the public. The other Achievement Award was granted to Fandel's division for its pro

NSU's Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences Department of Conflict Analysis

gram, "The World of Identity Theft." This program provides valuable information about a

and Resolution (DCAR), sponsored Darfur Calling on September 8, 9, 10, and 12, 2009, at

subject that affects an increasing number of consumers and provides the information in an

NSU's Knight Auditorium. Darfur Calling is an educational symposium designed to educate

interesting and memorable way by using cartoons from Disney's Alice in Wonderland film.

students, faculty members, and the community on the atrocities befalling the people of Dar
fur and the history of slavery that preceded the genocide. Students and community members
had a unique opportunity to hear firsthand

from DCAR doctoral student Abubakr Elnoor, a

native of Darfur, and also from film director Danny Mendoza. Their stories and experiential
insights enhanced the symposium by shedding light on the personal struggles of individuals
who are directly affected by the ongoing human rights violations in Darfur. The four-day
event included panel discussions, film

NSU Law Students Donate 8,200 Cans of Food
Through the "Canned Immunity" Food Drive

screenings, and community events. Ml

2010 Adjunct Reception and Recognition Event
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The 2010 Adjunct Reception and Recognition Event, held on Thursday, April 29, at the
Museum of Art I Fort Lauderdale, presented all honorees with plaques commemorating their
years of teaching excellence and outstanding service to the NSU Law Center. This year's event
recognized two outstanding adjunct professors—Michael Rocque and Mindy Solomon—and
extended thanks and appreciation to Anthony Niedwiecki, director of the first-year Lawyering
Skills and Values program and associate professor. Full-time faculty members voted to select
the adjunct professors.
Michael (Mickey) Rocque attended the University
of South Florida before pursuing his J.D. at NSU.
He was admitted to The Florida Bar in 1987 and
has served as an adjunct professor since that date.
He teaches the Dependency Workshop, co-teaches
Street Law with Judge Robert Diaz, and formerly
taught and supervised NSU Law Center's Guardian
ad Litem externs. A sole practitioner in Fort
Lauderdale, he also helped draft and lobbied for Flor
ida drug court legislation.

Law Center students donated 8,200 cans of food to Feeding South Florida (formerly the Daily
Food Bank). The cans were collected during this year's "Canned Immunity" food drive held

Mindy Solomon received her bachelor's degree from SUNY

November 16-20, 2009. As part of the food drive, first-year

Buffalo and her J.D. fromNSU. She was admitted to The Florida

in their class received "immunity" from being called on by the professor for that class. Drop

Bar in 1981 and has been an adjunct since 1996. Solomon

box locations were also set up in the atrium of the Law Center.

teaches Trial Advocacy and Advanced Litigation Skills in the
Criminal Justice Clinic. She teaches for the National Institute
of Trial Advocacy (NITA) program and has also taught at Barry
University. She held a position with the Broward County State

law students that donated cans

B

Sports and Entertainment Law Symposium
NSU Law Center's Sports and Entertainment Law Society presented the Third Annual Sports

Attorney's Office for 12 years, ending her assignment there

and Entertainment Law Symposium, "Seeing the Future through 20-20 Vision" on February 20.

in the Homicide Division. Since 1993, she has served with

The symposium covered Mediation in the Entertainment and Sports Industries, Publicity Rights

the Broward County Public Defender's Office and is the chief

of Amateur Athletes, Film and Television in Florida, Redemption: Athletes Overcoming Their

assistant in charge of the Misdemeanor Section. She is

Indiscretions, and Adult Entertainment. CLE and CME credit was provided to participants. B

active in numerous professional and community activities,
including vice chair of The Florida Bar's 17th Judicial
Circuit Grievance Committee.

Visiting Professors from Abroad
The Law Center hosted three distinguished visiting professors during the first few weeks of the

Anthony Niedwiecki was recognized for his outstanding

semester. We were pleased to welcome Juan Carlos Hortal, University of Barcelona, an expert

contributions to the NSU Law Center. He has accepted a

in Criminal Law; Martin Stefko, Charles University in Prague, an expert in International Labor

position to run the legal skills program at the John Marshall

Law and Social Security Law; and Giandonato Caggiano, University of Roma Tre, an expert in

Law School in Chicago, Illinois. He will also help lead the

European Union Law. A faculty lunch was held in their honor on August 27, 2009. Si

school in its curriculum assessment and determine better
methods to assess and train students. •
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Eric Young Named Assistant Dean of the NSU Law Library and
Information Technology Center and Assistant Professor of Law
Eric Young has been appointed assistant dean
of the Law Library and Information Technology
Center and assistant professor of law at the
Shepard Broad Law Center. Young joined the Law
Center in January 2010.
Previously, Young had served in a number of
capacities within law library and technology ser
vices at the University of Northern Kentucky's
Salmon P. Chase School of Law and the Barkley
School. He has also served as judicial law clerk for

the U.S. District Court in the Southern District
of Ohio and has held the position of litigation
associate at both Boehl, Stopher & Graves in
Kentucky and Sebaly, Shillito & Dyer in Ohio.

Young holds a Juris Doctor degree, magna cum
laude, from Salmon P. Chase College of Law, a
'Mr. Young's experience in academia and legal Master of Library and Information Science degree
practice will assist us greatly as we strategically from Indiana University, and a Bachelor of Arts
move forward to ensure the Law Center's constitu degree from Miami University. He is a member of
ency, especially our students and faculty members, the Ohio State Bar Association and the American
receive the finest of library and information Association of Law Libraries. •
technology services, enabling their effective

Honors Induction Ceremony
The annual Honors Induction Ceremony was held on November 14, 2009. The ceremo
ny provides an opportunity to honor and recognize NSU law students for their acceptance
into the various honors organizations. Broward County Circuit Court Judge Dale C. Co
hen was the keynote speaker. The following student organizations honored their members
at this event: Nova Law Review, Moot Court Society, 1LSA Journal of International and
Comparative Law, International Citator and Research Project, Philip C. Jessup International
Law Moot Court Team, Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Team, and the
Nova Trial Association. B

Dual-Degree Student Receives Prestigious
Scholarship Award
Diego Pol was one of the recipients of a prestigious scholarship awarded to postgraduate
students by the Fundacion Caja Madrid. The scholarship will help Pol continue his dualdegree studies at the Law Center. The award ceremony was held on May 22, 2009, at the
Real Academia de Bellas Artes de San Fernando. His Royal Highness the Prince of Asturias,
Felipe de Borbon y Grecia, and his wife, Princess Letizia, presented the scholarships to
the award recipients. Unfortunately, Pol could not attend as he was in Taiwan at the time,
competing in the finals of the European Law Students Association moot court competition.
However, his mother attended the ceremony and accepted the award on his behalf. •

In the Driver's Seat: Focusing on the Law
The Florida Law Related Education Association, Inc. (FLREA) and the Judicial Independence
Committee of The Florida Bar, along with the NSU Law Center, presented "In the Driver's Seat:
Focusing on the Law" for high-school students and the general public on March 13 at the Law
Center. Jesse Diner, president of The Florida Bar; Ilona Holmes, Phyllis Kotey, and Jane Fishman,
judges; Gene Pettis, chair of The Florida Bar Judicial Independence Committee; and Richard
Levenstein, chair of The Florida Bar Judicial Independence Education Committee, participated
in the event. "In the Driver's Seat" focused on Scott v. Harris, a recent U.S. Supreme Court case.
Participants discussed where the responsibility lies in a chase that ends with a 19-year-old becom
ing a quadriplegic. Was the chase—and its outcome—a consequence of Harris breaking the law,
or did police use excessive force to end the chase? Did the police exceed the limits of the Fourth
Amendment protection against unreasonable seizure? Two lower courts disagreed on the key is
sue before the U.S. Supreme Court determined the final outcome. Debra Moss Curtis, NSU Law
Center professor, chaired the event. •

Minority Mentoring Picnic
Almost 2,000 people attended the Sixth Annual Minority Mentoring Picnic on November 14
at Amelia Earhart Park in Hialeah. The event brought students from all over Florida to interact
with lawyers and judges willing to share information about the practice of law. Samuel Japhets,
a first-year student at the Law Center, was featured in the Florida Bar News as part of an article
on the Minority Mentoring Picnic. Japhets, originally from West Africa, was born in Kumasi,
Ghana, by an Ashanti mother and an Ibo (Nigerian) father. M

Family and Friends Day
NSU Law Student Bar Association's annual Family and Friends Day was held on September
26, 2009. Family and Friends Day is an opportunity for students to bring their loved ones to
NSU and allow them to experience being a law student. Part of the experience includes attend
ing mock classes taught by professors that are currently teaching first-year substantive courses.
Student organizations provided food for all in the atrium, and the top three organizations were
awarded prizes for best food and theme. B

Mentoring Picnic with Members of the
Broward County Bar Association
More than 70 attorneys and judges from the Broward County Bar Association attended a men
toring picnic at the Law Center on August 29. The picnic provided law students with an oppor
tunity to network and interact with practicing lawyers and judges. Nearly 200 people attended
the picnic, including students, faculty members, and administrators from the Law Center and
members of the Broward County Bar Association. Among the judges from the Broward bench
in attendance were Paul Backman, Robert Diaz, Joel Lazarus, Jeffrey Levenson, Linda Pratt,
and Arlene Simon. "Our students were able to actively engage attorneys in conversation, and
many students paired up with mentors who can provide them with guidance in the future," said
Robert Levine, assistant dean for career development. The picnic was co-hosted by the NSU
Law Alumni Association and the Shepard Broad Law Center Career Development Office. B

In Memoriam
Julie Timmerman, 2L, passed away on January 16. A memorial service to celebrate her life was
held at the Law Center on January 26. B

learning, teaching, and research," said Athornia
Steele, NSU Law Center dean.

Law Center Welcomed New Class
of 450 Students
Law Center faculty members and administration welcomed 450 first-year students into the
fall 2009 semester with orientation activities that enriched their first days and prepared them
for their legal careers. The conversion rate from deposited to enrolled students increased
from 71 percent (three-year average) to 79 percent. New students also experienced a taste
of South Florida as they "cruised with the dean" on the last day of their legal orientation.
The new class consists of 230 male and 220 female students. The average age for full-time
day students is 25, while the average age for the part-time evening program is 31. Students'
ages ranged from 20 to 52. Of the new students, 32 percent are minority students. The
ethnicity breakdown is 6 percent African American, 6 percent Asian, 59 percent Caucasian,
19 percent Hispanic, 1 percent Puerto Rican, 5 percent other, and 4 percent unidentified.
The new class comes from 120 different undergraduate institutions and 30 different states.
Foreign attorneys are from London, Ecuador, and Turkey and foreign dual-degree students
are visiting from Spain, the Czech Republic, and Italy. The new class holds citizenships from
the Bahamas, Brazil, Colombia, Canada, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, England, Honduras,
India, Israel, Jamaica, Peru, Russia, Singapore, Turkey, and Venezuela. B

NSU Law Day
The Black Law Students Association (BLSA) presented NSU Law Day on February 27. Attendees
had an opportunity to interact with law students, practicing attorneys, financial aid advisers,
career development counselors, and law professors. They toured the campus and learned about
different legal practice areas and nontraditional legal careers. They also received information
about the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) and NSU Law Center's admissions policies. Pro
fessors staged mock law classes to give those in attendance a realistic law school experience.
Those who attended and applied to the Law Center had their application fee waived. B

The Florida Bar Business Law Section and
NSU Law Students Help Each Other
In cooperation with The Florida Bar Business Law Section, some NSU law students have volun
teered to work with business lawyers throughout the state of Florida to update the Florida Business
Corporation Act (Chapter 607 Florida Statutes). The law students are Nicole Coniglio, Joielle
Foglietta, Leon Hirzel, Aaron Humphrey, Scott Klein, Nicole Maron, Rima Patel, Alyssa Posar,
Brittany Rawlings, Alan Reinfeld, Yine Rodriguez, Marc Suriol, Elliott Stanley, Lindsey Tenberg,
and Meredith Chaiken-Weiss.
In addition, six students attended the 28th Annual Securities Law Institute in Coral Gables in
February, co-sponsored by The Florida Bar Business Law Section and West. Students were able to
attend the seminar at no cost. The seminar, which usually costs $795 to attend, included speakers
from the Delaware Chancery Court, the Delaware Supreme Court, SEC attorneys, and corporate
and securities practitioners from around the country. B

Public Interest Law Society Hosted
Charitable Auction
The Public Interest Law Society hosted its 17th annual charity auction on February 12 in the
Law Center atrium. The purpose of the annual auction is to raise money to provide the neces
sary funds to facilitate legal services to those individuals who desperately need it. Due to budget
constraints, most organizations that assist the indigent are understaffed and unable to compensate
legal interns. Funds raised at the auction are utilized in the form of fellowship grants to students
at the Law Center. These grants are paid to students who work in non-paid public interest legal
positions. In past years, 100 percent of the auction proceeds were put back into the local commu
nity to help benefit the numerous public interest programs and our local community as a whole.
This year, a portion of the proceeds went to earthquake relief efforts in Haiti. Auctioning lunches,
dinners, a cruise, tutoring, art, and collectibles, students raised more than $19,000—a record
amount—to support both causes. B

18th Annual Public Interest Law Day
The 18th Annual Public Interest Law Day was held on February 18 in the atrium of the Law
Center. Representatives from the following organizations discussed summer internships and
clinic placements with students:
Administrative Office of the Courts—Domestic Violence Division; Broward County Sheriff's
Office Pre-Release Program; Coast-to-Coast Legal Aid of South Florida*; Coral Springs City
Attorney's Office; Department of Children and Families (15th and 17th Circuits)*; Depart
ment of Homeland Security (ICE)*; Everglades Law Center*; FBI; Florida Attorney General's
Office*; Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center; Guardian Ad Litem (15th and 17th Circuits)*;
Inter-American Center for Human Rights; IRS*; Legal Aid Service of Broward County*; Legal
Services of Greater Miami*; NSU Juvenile Mediation Program*; Office of the Public Defender
for Broward, Palm Beach, and Miami-Dade*; Put Something Back Pro Bono Project—MiamiDade Legal Aid*; South Florida Water Management District*; Staff Attorneys of 15th and 17th
Judicial Circuits; Office of the State Attorney for Broward, Palm Beach, and Miami-Dade*.
*ftarticipant in NSU's Clinical Program B
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Professor Timothy L. Arcaro pre

be asking all voluntary and specialty bars to hold a

sented "Mediation in High Conflict

program using the materials in the upcoming year. As

International

Disputes"

president of the Tufts University Lawyers Association

International Law

alumni group, Curtis planned a series of programs na

at

the

Mi

tionwide with their Tisch College of Public Service to

ami. He also spoke at the SEALS

promote "Citizen Lawyering." The programs—which

Conference in Delray Beach on

endorse the concept that lawyers should be trained not

Section

Timothy L.
Arcaro,
Professor

Custody

ABA
fall

conference

in

Florida's Putative Father Registry

simply to be excellent legal craftsmen, but also good

System on August 7, 2009. Two

citizens and leaders of their communities, states, and

law review articles he wrote were

nations—are being promoted to prelaw students, law

published. They were "No More

students, and practicing lawyers. The first

Secret Adoptions: Providing Unwed

held in Boston in fall 2009.

program was

Biological Fathers with Actual Notice of the Florida
Putative Father Registry," Capital Law Review, Volume
Professor

37, Number 2 and "Creating a Legal Society in the

2009

Western Hemisphere to Support the Hague Convention

recipient

of

Dale
the

is

the

recognition of his exemplary service

of Miami Inter-American Law Review,

to the National Institute for Trial

Volume 40, Number 1.

Advocacy (NITA), not only as a
teacher and program director, but
also for his leadership in their child

Professor Marilyn Cane's article (co-authored with Stacey
Silva), "Shareholder Democracy and the SEC's Proxy
Rules: In the Boardroom," was published in 15 Fordham

Michael Dale,
Professor

advocacy programs. He has been
instrumental in furthering NITA'spublic service goals and providing

Journal of Corporate & Financial Law, 101 (Fall 2009). She
has been reappointed as academic chair of the Antitrust,

leadership to the NITA family of

Franchise, and Trade Regulation Committee of The Flori

faculty and program directors. On March 12, Dale pro
vided one-day NITA training for the Florida Department

da Bar Business Law Section.

of Children and Family lawyers in Orlando on accrediting
expert witnesses. In April 2010, he presented "Ethics in
Professors Heather Baxter, Jane Cross, and Elena Langan

the Representation of Children" to the Bar Association

presented "The Art of the Steal: Sharing Teaching

in Jacksonville. He will participate as a lead teacher at

Materials

with Colleagues—A

Lesson in Evolution

NITA training programs at the Rocky Mountain Child

and Design" on September 12, 2009, at the Southeast

Advocacy Training Institute in Colorado in May, at the

Regional Legal Writing Conference hosted by Stetson

Hofstra Child Advocacy Training Program in New York in

University College of Law.

early June, and the Connecticut State Children's Lawyers
Training Program in Hartford in late June. Dale completed

Professor David Cleveland's articles, "Overturning the
Last Stone: The Final Step in Returning Precedential
Status to All Opinions" 10 J. App. Prac. & Process 61
(2009), and "Draining the Morass: Ending the Jurispru-

the 19th Annual Survey of Florida Juvenile Law and is draft
ing an article on "The Right to Counsel for Children in
Dependency Cases in Florida." He was also quoted in the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel.

been appointed by Nora Macey, the incoming chair of
the ABA section of Labor and Employment Law, to a
three-year term as the union co-chair of the section's
ethics committee. This will be his second stint chairing
an ABA section's ethics committee. In the mid-1990s, he
served as chair of the Section of Taxation's Committee
on Standards of Tax Practice. Harbaugh presented his
26th Annual Negotiation Workshop for Lawyers, on
behalf of the Practising Law Institute in New York, for
190 attorneys from 16 states. He is serving his 19th year
as a member of the American Bar Association's House
of Delegates at the ABA Annual Meeting in Chicago.
He will be chairing the 2009-10 SEALS Distance Learning
Committee. He and Professor Michael Flynn co-authored
an op-ed that was published in the South Florida SunSentinel on August 9, 2009, on tort reform and its rela
tionship to the health insurance debate in the U.S. Congress.

Professor Robert Jarvis was quoted in the South Florida
Sun-Sentinel, the Daily Business Review, and the Sara
sota Herald Tribune. Jarvis's gambling law developments
article was published. The cite is: "2007-2008 Survey
of Florida Gambling Law," 33 Nova L. Rev. 231 (2008).
in Amber International Navigation, Inc. v. Repinter Inter

Rev 685 (2009) have been published. Both articles have

The Honorable Robert F. Diaz

already been cited in Penelope Pether's, "Constitutional

is celebrating his 20th year as an

Solipsism: Toward a Thick Doctrine of Article III Duty

adjunct professor at the Shepard

or Why the Federal Circuit's Non-Precedential Status

Broad Law Center. Diaz and Mickey

Rules are (Profoundly) Unconstitutional," 17 Wm. Mary Bill

Rocque, also an adjunct professor,

Rts. J. 955 (2009). His student law review note, "Ermine

have been teaching the Street Law

and Woolsack: Disciplinary Proceedings of Judges, Attorney-

course since 1989. Street Law gives

Magistrates, and Other Judicial Figures," 14 Geo J. L. Ethics
the Eighth Circuit. At the recent Southeastern Association

Dean Emeritus and Professor Joseph Harbaugh has

His law review article on Rule B attachments was cited

dentially Unsound Unpublication System," 92 Marq. L.

1037 (2001), was recently cited in an appellant's brief to

Professor Harbaugh (top, center) presents a CLE
on Negotiations during Homecoming 2010

Robert

Oliphant Service to NITA Award in

on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction,"
The University

Michael

law students a chance to teach high-

The Honorable
Robert F. Diaz

of Law Schools (SEALS) conference, he served as a mentor

school and middle-school students
about the law. The semester ends

national Shipping Co., S.A., 2009 WL 1883251 (S.D.N.Y.
2009). The lead story in the August 2009 issue of the
ABA Journal is titled "The 25 Greatest Legal TV Shows."
Jarvis was one of the 12 jurors who picked the shows
and his biography (along with those of the other jurors)
appeared in a sidebar.

Adjunct Professor Ira Kurzban was quoted in the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel.

with a mock trial at the Broward

to two new scholars. In July, he attended the Association

County Courthouse with 300-500

Professor Jim Levy's Legal Writing Professor blog was

of Legal Writing Directors Annual Conference as NSU's

students and parents present. It also gives students the

just identified as one of the top 35 legal blogs authored

voting delegate.

opportunity to be lawyers. Since 1989, at least 47 law stu

by law professors. The blog may be found at http://taxprof

•
Professor Phyllis Coleman's article about dog fighting
was published in the University of Pennsylvania Journal
of Animal Law and Ethics. The cite is "Note to Athletes,
NFL, and NBA: Dog Fighting Is a Crime, Not a Sport,"
3 JALE 85 (2009).

dents have taken Street Law and identified the mock trial

.typepad.comltaxprof_blogl2009l07llaw-prof.html. Levy was

in high school as the reason for going to law school. Diaz

a visiting legal writing professor at William Boyd School

has also taught Trial Advocacy and has been a faculty

of Law in Las Vegas and taught two courses in their

member of the NITA program for 15 years. He serves as a

nationally ranked (top five) legal writing program during

member of the Law School's Board of Governors, and vis

the summer.

its between 15-20 schools in Broward County each year.

•

Professor Jane Cross contributed entries on "Caribbean
Law" and "South and Central America Other Colonial

the 2010 64th edition of Marquis Who's Who. Her in

legal defense blog.

formation notes that she chaired the Tax Certification

Laws" in the recently published Oxford International En

•

cyclopedia of Legal History. With more than 1,000 entries,

Professor Rob Gregg was elected to a fourth term as

this is the first encyclopedia of law to provide historical

chair of the Broward County Commission's Homeless

and contemporary comparisons of world legal systems. It

Advisory Board.

includes articles on all aspects of legal history from ancient
to modern times. Articles deal with private law, public law,

•
2009 Florida Bar Journal as part of a series of differing
perspectives on the 2009 growth management legislation.

Professor

Debra

Moss

Curtis's

proposed panel on student consum

Debra Moss
Curtis,
Professor

•

erism attitudes and legal education

Visiting Law Scholar Gwen Handleman participated in

was accepted and will be part of the

the ABA Joint Committee on Employee Benefits 23rd

SEALS program for 2010. Curtis

Annual National Institute on ERISA Basics. She was a

will

co-presenter on "ERISA Ethical Issues and Concerns"

be

moderating

the

panel.

She was appointed to the Judicial

and "Federal Regulation of Health Plans." Handle-

Independence Education Committee,

man was elected to the American College of Employee

which will be creating educational

Benefits Counsel, and in August 2009, was appointed

materials

to a three-year term as the union co-chair of the ABA

for

voluntary

bar

as

sociations statewide. Jesse Diner,
president of The Florida Bar, will

Committee for The Florida Bar for two out of the ten
years that she served as a member of the committee.

•
Professor Joel A. Mintz was one of a handful of U.S. law

Professor Richard Grosso contributed to the September

and constitutional or higher law.

Professor Donna Litman was accepted for inclusion in

Professor Olympia Duhart contributed to the NAACP

Section of Labor and Employment Law.

professors who was invited to (and did) submit comments
to EPA's Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assur
ance regarding ways to improve EPA and state enforce
ment of the Clean Water Act. Thomson West published
a 2009 update to his treatise, State and Local Government
Environmental Liability (1996), and the Center for Pro
gressive Reform posted his "Policy Perspective" piece
regarding environmental enforcement on its Web site at
www.progressivereform.org. An article he wrote, "Presi
dential Leadership and the Challenge of Global Climate
Change," 39 Envt'l. L. Rptr. 10045 (January, 2009), and
a chapter he wrote in John C. Dernbach, ed., Agenda
for a Sustainable America (Environmental Law Institute,
2009), entitled "Hazardous Waste and Superfund: Few
Changes and Little Progress," were both among the top
10 downloaded items in the environment category of

NOVA Lawyer
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SSRN. He recently accepted an invitation to join the

Professor Gail Levin Richmond was the Association of

Professor James D. Wilets gave a presentation at NSU's

editorial board of Sustainability, an international, peer-

American Law Schools representative on the American Bar

Department of Conflict Analysis and Resolution on "Human

reviewed, open-access journal that is published quarterly

Association sabbatical inspection of Northern Kentucky

Rights Challenges in Africa." He also presented a paper at

in Basel, Switzerland, by Molecular Diversity Preservation

University Chase College of Law. Richmond has been ap

Boston University on "From Divergence to Convergence?

International (MDPI). Mintz conducted research inter

pointed to a two-year term on the ABA Section of Legal

A Comparative and International Law Analysis of LGBTI

views with 10 current and former enforcement officials

Education and Admissions to the Bar's Questionnaire Com

Rights in the Context of Race and Post-Colonialism" that

of EPA and the Department of Justice in preparation for

mittee. She has also been appointed to the SEALS Program

has been accepted for publication by the Boston University

the second edition of his 1995 book, Enforcement at the

Formatting Committee. Richmond's chapter, "Federal Tax

Public Interest Law Journal. He presented at FAU's Peace

EPA: High Stakes and Hard Choices (University of Texas

Research," in Effectively Representing Your Client Before

Studies Conference on the "Legacy of 1989 and the Euro
pean Union." Wilets' 60-page article, "A Unified Theory of

Press). While in D.C., he attended an annual meeting

the IRS (ABA Section of Taxation 2009) was published.

of the American Law Institute. He also participated in

She has also published "Federal Tax Research," in Steven

International Law, the State, and the Individual: Transna

discussions among member scholars regarding the initial

Barkan, Roy Mersky, and Donald Dunn, Fundamentals of

tional Legal Harmonization in the Context of Economic and

environmental policies of the Obama administration and

Legal Research (Foundation Press 9th ed. 2009), as well as

Legal Globalization," will be published in the University of

current proposals for U.S. legislation to curb global

Mastering Corporate Tax (Carolina Academic Press 2009),

Pennsylvania Journal of International Law in Volume 31. He

climate change at a semi-annual meeting of the Center for

written with Reginald Mombrun and Felicia Branch.

Progressive Reform. Mintz attended a Natural Resources

•

Law Teacher's Workshop in Chico, Montana, participating
in open discussions on regional approaches to controlling

Professor Bruce Rogow was listed

greenhouse gas emissions, on the interrelationship

in Best Lawyers in America in four

between water resource conservation and green alterna

categories for 2010: Appellate, First

tive sources of energy, and on techniques for teaching

Amendment, Commercial Litigation,
and Criminal Law. This year marked

environmental law and natural resources law.

his 23rd year in Best Lawyers. The

•

University of Miami published his

Professor Anthony S. Niedwiecki
received the Stars of the Rainbow
award from South Florida GLCC

Bruce Rogow,
Professor

Law Review. A publication entitled

selected for inclusion on the Florida

Lawyer of the Year" in the category of "Bet-the-Company

Super Lawyers list for 2009. Only 5

businesses, and organizations that

Litigation." According to that publication, its selection of

percent of Florida attorneys have

exemplify the spirit of volunteerism

Rogow was based upon his "particularly high level of peer

been named to the list. He was select

and/or

have

recognition." Best Lawyers also contains a laudatory article

ed through an extensive process of

represented the GLBT community

about him with a photo that catalogues his achievements

peer nominations, blue ribbon panel

in a positive light. He was also

as a litigator.

review, and independent research.

activism.

Honorees

•

was

recent Supreme Court decision striking down part of the

develop

non-LSV faculty
with

the

collaborative
members.
law

relation

His second

school

planning process. Also in July, he was elected to the
Directors. His biggest initiative as Oakland Park city
commissioner, besides budget issues, environmental and
green initiatives, improving ethics, and transparency
in government, has been to overturn the policy in
military

regarding

the

discriminatory

Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002.

strategic

executive board of the Association of Legal Writing

the

•

individuals,

represent

meeting of the Broward County Democratic Party on the

dealt

Studi sull'integrazione europea.

Professor Steve Wisotsky has been

Directors Conference in July 2009. His first presentation

presentation

accepted for publication by the Italian legal journal Rivista

ami Herald, named Rogow as its "Best

Professor Marc Rohr spoke on February 16 at the February

ships with

LGBT Issues Worldwide. His article, "A Legal and Histori
cal Perspective on U.S. Federalism and EU Law" has been

appeared as a supplement in the Mi

two presentations at the Association of Legal Writing
to

Press). He has had three chapters published on Honduras,
El Salvador, and Liberia for the Greenwood Encyclopedia of

in March. He was selected as the

Lauderdale Executive Airport Board. Niedwiecki made

how

the book Politics of Sexual Diversity in Latin America: A Reader
(Javier Corrales and Mario Pecheny, eds. Univ. of Pittsburgh

South Florida's Best Lawyers, which

appointed to serve on the Fort

on

Non-conformity in the Caribbean and Latin America," in

"Public Official of the Year." The
honorees

Anthony
Niedwiecki,
Professor

First Amendment article in its recent

contributed a chapter titled "A Comparative Perspective
on LGBT Legal, Political, and Social Progress and Gender

"Don't

Ask, Don't Tell" law. He was awarded the Trailblazer
Award by the American Veterans for Equal Rights
for his work regarding this policy.

•
Dean Athornia Steele is currently serving the last year
of his term on the Law School Admission Council board
of trustees. As a board member, he has been appointed to
serve as the board liaison to the Test Development and

Steve Wisotsky,
Professor

The list appeared in Florida Super
Lawyers magazine and was mailed
to active attorneys in Florida and
ABA-accredited law school librar

ies. Selected attorneys in Florida also appeared in the Miami
Herald on June 15, 2009. Wisotsky attended the ABA 24th
National Institute on White-Collar Crimes in his capacity
as a co-chair of the Money Laundering Subcommittee. Bruce
Green, of Fordham Law, the incoming chair of the ABA
White-Collar Crimes Committee, appointed Wisotsky
co-chair of the Appellate and Habeas Subcommittee. •

Research Committee (a standing committee) and two ad
hoc committees—Strategic Initiatives Committee and
Executive Compensation Committee. Additionally, as a
member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America's
Committee on Appeals, Steele will be working to draft
proposed amendments to the church's "Definitions and
Guidelines for Discipline."

ALUMNI EVENTS

Broward/Palm Beach
Networking Event
Alumni gathered at the Broward/Palm Beach
Law Alumni Networking Social, held on
November 12, 2009, at Dubliner Irish Pub,
Mizner Park in Boca Raton. •

ALUMNI EVENTS

FLORIDA BAR
AUXILIARY PROGRAM

Florida Bar Auxiliary Program (FBAP) Reunion
Faculty members and alumni celebrated "The Success Project"
at the first FBAP reunion, held on October 22, 2009, at the
Museum of Art I Fort Lauderdale. As part of the reunion, each
student was asked to give a one-time donation to be used to help
future students fully benefit from FBAP. The donations help
students by alleviating some of their financial strain so that they
can study more efficiently for the Bar exam, while also ensuring
that any student desiring a coach will have one. ffi

NSU Law Alumni
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Palm Beach County
Alumni Chapter
Holiday Gathering

Palm Beach County
Law Alumni Chapter
Networking Event

The Palm Beach County Law Alumni Chapter held its annual holiday

The Palm Beach County Law Alumni

gathering on December 15, 2009, at the Law Offices of Gunster, Yoakley &

Chapter's Welcome Back from Sum

Stewart, P.A. in West Palm Beach. The holiday party committee included

mer networking reception was held on

Amy Cosentino, Mark Walters, Blair Hyman, Angela Crandall, Scott

October 27, 2009, at the West Palm

Atherton, and Eunice Baros. Attendees donated unwrapped books for chil

Beach Marriott. •

dren or teenagers. The books were then donated to the Palm Beach Bar
Association Lawyers for Literacy Committee for the Palm Beach County
Literacy Coalition.

South Beach Social
The Miami-Dade alumni networking social was held at Smith and
Wollensky in South Beach on December 9, 2009. •

The 2009 Mentoring PicnicHelping Today's Students
Become Tomorrow's Leaders
The NSU Law Alumni Association and
the Shepard Broad Law Center Career
Development Office co-hosted
the 2009 mentoring picnic
on August 29, 2009. •

1L Reception
The NSU Law Alumni Association
sponsored a reception honoring the
members of the first-year class
on September 23, 2009. St

NOVA Lawyer
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CLASS ACTIONS
Theresa Van Vliet '82
NSU Law Alumna of the Year

has extensive experience in matters related to non-compete

1981

agreements,
Dan Cytryn, presented "Are
You Giving Away Millions on
your Cases?" at a CLE semin
ar he held on December 16,
2009, in Coral Springs. He
has also been reappointed to
the

Civil

Procedure

Rules

Committee, now serving for
10 years. Cytryn is the founder
of the Law Offices of Cytryn
& Velazquez in Coral Springs,
which has recently expanded to six attorneys exclusively
handling personal injury cases.
Since graduation, Theresa Van Vliet has litigated white-collar

for

Act, the USA Patriot Act of 2001, and the Bank Secrecy
Act. She has served as the chief of narcotics and senior

is a frequent lecturer on anti-money laundering compliance
and has published an analysis of the Patriot Act. •

a New Economy" at the Broward Alliance Development
Conference held at NSU.
Beverly Vesel and Juliette E. Lippman '93, were honored
on September 29, 2009, by the Broward County Bar
Association Family Law Section for serving as immediate

County

Court

cated by Judge Shutter in the
West Satellite Court in Plan

Medal for her work with the Colombian government. She

Larry J. Behar presented "Creative Development Tools for

Broward

ing to fill the seat to be va

General Janet Reno and awarded the Distinguished Service

1979

Solomon is running

Judge, Group 15. She is seek

litigation counsel. Van Vliet was recognized by Attorney

secrets,

real

estate,

employment,

leader, Betensky is vice president and a member of the
Palm Beach County Chapter of the American Jewish
Committee (AJC) Board of Directors. His other affiliations
include the Anti-Defamation League, where he previously
served as a national commissioner; chairman of the Florida
Regional Board; and chair of the Broward County Civil
Rights Committee. An AV-rated attorney, Betensky was
included in the 2010 edition of The Best Lawyers in America
in the area of commercial litigation and was named a
Florida Super Lawyer in the areas of business litigation
and intellectual property. Betensky is a graduate of Lead
ership Broward County, serves on the Professional Ethics
Committee of The Florida Bar, and is a member of the Law

Mindy

crimes, matters relating to the Foreign Corrupt Practices

trade

disability insurance, and torts. An active community

Center's Board of Governors. He was a featured speaker
on WXEL's radio show Business Counselor in August 2009,
where he spoke about business litigation.

1985

tation. She has taught trial

Steven S. Farbman represents those who have been wrong

advocacy for nearly 20 years

fully injured in many types of accidents. He is a member

and was integrally involved

of the Million Dollar Advocate's Forum. Farbman's

in the operation of the NSU

achievements as a professional with high legal standards

Law Center's Criminal Law

and ethics were recognized by Martindale-Hubbell in their

Clinic. She has also taught in NITA's deposition and trial

Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers. He has attained an

programs at the law school. Solomon has been listed as a

AV rating under Martindale-Hubbell's peer-review rating

top government attorney in the 2008, 2009, and 2010

system. Florida Bar Board Certified in Civil Trial Law,

South Florida Legal Guide. She served as a prosecutor in the

Farbman is part of an elite 5 percent of attorneys in the

Broward County State Attorney's Office for 12 years. She

state holding such a certification. He currently practices

also served in the Public Defender's Office, in the Capital

law in Florida and New Jersey. Farbman serves on the

Crimes Division, as chief assistant in charge of the Juve

Hollywood Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and

nile Division, and as chief assistant of the Major Crimes

the Law Center's Alumni Board of Directors. He also serves

Division. She is currently serving as chief assistant in charge

as chair of Leadership Hollywood and the Broward County

of the Misdemeanor Division. She has tried more than 200

Bar Association's Trial Section. Hoping to help bolster

jury trials to verdict and specializes in homicide cases.

South Florida's business economy, Farbman is a member of

1982

not limited to, wrongful death, drunken driving, motor

Honorable Lucy Chernow Brown, presented a Justice
Circuit Judge Shawn L. Briese received the Annual
Sharon Press Excellence in Alternative Dispute Resolu

vehicle accidents, motorcycle accidents, defective pro
ducts, premises liability, medical malpractice, and more.

Teaching Day interactive program for all third-grade
students at Everglades Elementary School in Weston that

tion (ADR) Award from the Florida Dispute Resolution

focused on space aliens trying to take away some of their

Paul Safran, Jr., has joined

Center. The award was presented to Briese, a family court

rights. The children had studied the Bill of Rights and were

judge based in Daytona Beach, at the center's conference

prepared to discuss the concept of their rights and what

past co-chairs of the Family Law Section of the Broward
County Bar Association.

1980

the Aventura-Sunny Isles Beach Chambers of Commerce.
He seeks justice in all personal injury cases, including, but

in Orlando, held on August 22, 2009. In its first year, the

rights they did not want to lose. To get involved in the

award recognizes visionary leadership, professional integ

Justice Teaching program, visit www.justiceteaching.org.

Roetzel & Andress in the firm's
Fort Lauderdale office as a part
ner. Safran concentrates his
practice in matters concerning
finance,

rity, and unwavering devotion to the field of alternative
dispute resolution in Florida. The award is named after

construction,

com

mercial real estate, residential

Sharon Press, longtime director of the Florida Dispute

Barbara Wagner participated on the panel addressing "Brief
Writing" at The Florida Bar CLE "The Art of Appellate

real estate, workouts and loan

Resolution Center, who resigned in July to serve as

Advocacy in Workers' Compensation" in October 2009.

REO issues, administrative real

modifications, foreclosure and

director of the Hamline University School of Law Dispute
Resolution Institute in St. Paul, Minnesota.
Michele Kane Cummings took office July 1 as first vice
president of The Florida Bar Foundation, a statewide
charitable organization that fosters law-related public
service programs on behalf of Florida's legal profession.
She serves as a representative to the American Bar Associ
ation House of Delegates and has served on the Executive
Council of the Family Law Section of The Florida Bar. She
also previously served as chair of the Judicial Nominat
ing Commission of the 17th Judicial Circuit and president
of the South Broward Bar Association and the Nova Law
Alumni Association. A former member of The Florida Bar

estate tax appeals, shopping

1983

center and commercial leases, municipal finance,

and

EPA issues. He has extensive experience in the acqui
Iris Bass, and other members of the Collaborative Family

sition, management, and disposition of distressed real

Lawyers of South Florida, presented information about

estate and mortgage assets, including bulk acquisition and

advising congregants of the benefits of divorce without

disposition of performing and non-performing notes and

litigation. The seminar, aimed at clergy men and wom

REO pools, regarding matters such as the negotiation,

en, was titled, "A Spiritual Leader's Introduction to the

documentation, and due diligence concerning bulk asset

Collaborative Process." Bass was also featured in the

pools. Safran is a member of the Palm Beach County Bar

Miami Herald in an article titled "Discounting Divorce."

Association, the American Bar Association, REOMAC,
and the Knights of Columbus.

Peter Feld has joined Glantz & Glantz in Plantation. Feld
practices personal injury law.

1986

1984

Alexandra Rieman presented "A Treat—Paying the AIP

Board of Governors, Cummings chaired the board's com
munications, access, and program evaluation committees,

Attorney's Fees and Costs and the Examining Committee"

and was a member of the executive committee. A fellow
Gary Betensky, a shareholder

at The Florida Bar CLE "Guardianship Law: Tricks and

mings has joined GrayRobinson in Fort Lauderdale as a

with the law firm of Richman

Treats" in October 2009.

shareholder in the firm's family law practice.

Greer, P.A., was named vice

of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, Cum

chair of the Florida Bar Griev

1987

Norman Getson has joined Glantz &. Glantz in Plantation

ance Committee for South Palm

as supervising attorney for the estate planning, probate,

Beach County. The Florida Bar

John M. Dodig is an attorney with Feldman, Shepherd,

and guardianship department.

Grievance Committee reviews

Wohlgelernter, Tanner, Weinstock, and Dodig in Philadelphia.

complaints about lawyers with
David Singer of Hollywood, Florida was appointed to the

the same purpose as a grand

Broward Sheriff's Foundation Board.

jury. The committee decides
whether there is probable cause
to believe a lawyer violated the professional conduct rules
imposed by the Florida Supreme Court and whether disci
pline against the lawyer may be warranted. Betensky, board
certified in business litigation, maintains a civil trial, business
litigation, and appellate practice concentrating in com
plex commercial litigation and business disputes. He also

Yueh-Mei Kim Nutter joined
Greenspoon Marder after the
closing of Hodgson Russ in Boca
Raton. Nutter concentrates her
practice in the area of civil liti
gation with a particular focus
on family law. She also has
experience handling collections,
probate, and estate matters.

NOVA Lawyer
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Nutter is a Supreme Court Certified Family Mediator and
Supreme Court Certified Guardian ad Litem.

15-years experience in the areas of telecommunications
and energy policy and regulation. His practice involves

certified by The Florida Bar in both business litigation and

both the trial and appellate court level. Greenspan is board

advising clients on strategic business, legislative, and reg

appellate practice. She was formerly a law clerk for Florida

Kevin Tynan of Richardson and Tynan in Pembroke Pines

ulatory policy issues before local and state governments

was appointed by Governor Charlie Crist to the Broward

with particular focus on the electric, telecommunication,

Supreme Court Justice Barbara Pariente, when she sat on
the Fourth District Court of Appeal, and with Edwards

County School Board.

water, and wastewater industries.

Angell Palmer &. Dodge, LLP.

1988

Jamie Finizio Bascombe serves as the 17 th Circuit Judicial

Jacey Kaps received confirmation as a Certified Circuit
Court Mediator by the Florida Supreme Court. Kaps is

Nominating Commission chair.

Diran V. Seropian has joined Steinger, Iscoe & Greene in
West Palm Beach. Seropian focuses his practice on the area
of personal injury, premises and products liability, auto
negligence, professional malpractice, and appellate practice.
Jon K. Stage a shareholder in the labor and employment
department of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff
& Sitterson, P.A., was appointed president of the South
Florida Chapter of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foun
dation (JDRF) on December 1, 2009. The JDRF's South
Florida Chapter raises money to fund research and find
a cure for diabetes and its complications. The chapter
serves Broward, Miami-Dade, and Monroe counties. Stage
became involved with JDRF after his own son was
diagnosed with Type I diabetes.

1989

a partner in Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell's Miami office.
Sofia Ioannou is managing director of MTV Networks Latin

He focuses his practice in the areas of casualty defense,

America. Ioannou was previously executive vice president

commercial litigation, construction, and product liability.

of business and legal affairs and general counsel for MTV

Much of his practice is dedicated to clients within the re

Networks International and MTV Networks Latin Ameri

tail industry. A member of several professional organiza

ca. She is located in the Miami office and is responsible for

tions, Kaps currently serves as chairman of the Chairman's

leading the business and creative development across all of

Circle of the Florida Retail Foundation and as an allied

the company's brands, which include MTV, VH1, Nickel

member of the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Associa

odeon, N ick at N ite, and N ick Jr. in Spanish-speaking Latin

tion. He is also a member of The Florida Defense Lawyer's

America; Viacom Networks Brazil, which operates Nickel

Association and the American Bar Association.

odeon, Nick at Nite, Nick Jr., and VH1 Brazil; and MTV
Network's digital suite of services through the region. She

John C. Primeau is a member of the South Broward County

also oversees operations in Miami, Buenos Aires, Mexico

Bar Association Board of Directors. This voluntary bar

City, and San Paulo. In addition she maintains a sales

serves the large legal community in Southern Broward

and marketing office in Bogota and a Buenos Aires design

County and enables its members to network with judges,

studio. Before joining MTVNLA in 1995, Ioannou was

attorneys, and the business community in both profession

corporate counsel for Southeast Regional Management and

al and social settings. Board certified in real estate since

TJAC Inc., a partner of Wal-Mart.

2000, Primeau continues to serve as the chair of the Real
Property Section of the Broward County Bar Association.

Kevin "Bo" Dennis

joined

Juliette E. Lippman and Beverly L. Vesel '79 were

Greenspoon Marder's personal

honored by the Broward County Bar Association Fam

injury group. Dennis is a member

ily Law Section on September 29, 2009, for serving as

of The Florida Bar, the Ameri
can Bar Association, and the

the Broward County Bar Association.

immediate past co-chairs of the Family Law Section of

Florida Justice Association. He is
a former board member for the
Broward County Trial Lawyers
Association. Most recently,
Dennis ran his own firm, Bo
Dennis and Associates, P.A.
Paul Remillard presented "Professionalism" at The Florida
Bar CLE "35 th Annual Public Employment Labor Rela
tions Forum" in October 2009.

Honorable
William
"Bud" Hallman III
was featured

£
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in

the

Ocala Star-Banner on

December 26, 2009. By
day, Hallman oversees

1

the felony docket as

8

one of two circuit judges

O
-c:

in Sumter County, Flor
ida. He has recently
returned to competitive steer wrestling after a 15-year
retirement. Hallman, who retired from the rodeo at age
40, began competing in rodeo events in his 20s and was
once ranked 10th in the world. The Ocala Star-Banner re
ports, "Hallman's colleagues on the bench praise his abil
ity to juggle both pursuits with ease and a steady hand.
'John Wayne with a law degree,' is how Ric Howard, a
Fifth Circuit judge in Citrus County, describes his friend."
The complete story may be found at http://www.ocala.com

appeared in The Florida Bar Journal, Volume 83, No. 7, with
Part 2 by the same authors appearing in Volume 83, No. 9.

FLonorable Lourdes Simon was appointed by Governor
Crist to the Miami-Dade County Court. Simon has served

Andrew Weinstein, managing

as an assistant public defender for the Eleventh Judicial Cir

partner and founder of the

cuit Court since 1994- She will fill the vacancy created by

Weinstein Law Firm, recently

the appointment of Judge Antonio Arzola to the Eleventh

presented at the Florida Justice

Judicial Circuit.

Association's Auto Negligence

Proxies" at The Florida Bar CLE "The Elder Certification

presentation, "Personal Injury

Review Course" in January 2010 in Orlando.

Protection—Where

18 years of legal experience
working as a state prosecutor, a
federal law clerk, an appellate
lawyer, and defense attorney.
She has worked as mitigation
or habeas counsel in more than
a dozen death penalty cases.
Donoho has appeared in oral
argument before the Florida Supreme Court five times.

1993

Are

We

velopments in Horida's personal

1995

injury protection insurance law, including use of the
Patricia

Alexander concen

trates her practice in all areas
of marital and family law, in
cluding divorces utilizing the
collaborative law process and
cases involving the Marchman
Act. She also has experience
handling adoption and surro
gacy. Alexander was also most
recently with Hodgson Russ.
She is an active member of the
Family Law Section of The Florida Bar, currently serving
on the Executive Council and as co-chair of the Legisla
tion Committee. She is also a member of the South Palm
Beach County Bar Association Board of Directors.

Lung Association. He joined the American Lung Asso

county court judge. She has

Weinstein's

Now?" focused on current de

Adam Scott Goldberg was named the new chair of field

Melissa Minsk Donoho has
registered as a candidate for

Seminar.

Education

(CLE)

operations by the board of directors for the American

1992

Legal

Scott Solkoff presented "Health Care Directives and

/article/20091226/ARTICLES/912261012/1402/NEWS.

_ _

Arlene K. Kline, Scott A. Atherton '04, and others
published "Employment Law for Law Firms: Do the
Shoemaker's Children Need New Shoes?, Part 1" which

Continuing

1991
CD

1994

1996

ciation in 1997, volunteering for their local association

Medicare fee schedule and the debate over whether it is
mandatory or voluntary for insurers to pay claims pur
suant to it. He also discussed the recent decisions from
the Third District Court of Appeal regarding peerreview reports and the impact those cases have had on
both PIP and bodily injury claims, along with tips and
ideas for bodily injury practitioners when dealing with
a client's PIP claim. Weinstein was awarded the Bronze
EAGLE Award at the Florida Justice Association (FJA)
Annual Convention held in Miami last July. Weinstein
is on the FJA Board of Directors and is a member of sev
eral FJA committees, including the Insurance Committee
and the Membership Committee. He currently serves as
vice chair of the Auto Insurance Committee. Weinstein
recently attained an AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell,
the highest rating an attorney can receive. In addition,
he received a score of 10 from Avvo, which is the highest
rating an attorney can achieve from this lawyer-rating service.

1997

in Florida. He provides expertise in charitable giving and
estate planning. This is his fourth year on the board. When

Nancy Ciampa of Carlton Fields in Miami has been re

not advocating for lung health, Goldberg practices tax,

appointed to the Legal Services of Greater Miami Board
of Directors.

probate, and estate planning law at Krause & Goldberg,
P.A., where he is a founding partner. He is a member of the
U.S. Tax Court, past president of the Greater Fort Lauder

Bradford Cohen was featured in this spring's issue of NSU's

dale Tax Council, past president of the Fort Lauderdale

Horizons magazine. Cohen has become one of the celeb

Planned Giving Council, and a member of the National

rity lawyers asked to comment on legal issues for Nancy

and Local Planned Giving Council. Goldberg serves as an

Grace, Dr. Phil, CNBC, and Today. He was also one of

adjunct professor at the law school.

the producers of the independent film Red, which had its
South Florida premiere at NSU last fall. The 43-minute

Donna Greenspan has recently become partner at Schwarz-

short, which may turn into a feature film or television

berg & Associates and chair of their insurance and appellate

series, stars Nick Warnock, another apprentice alumnus.

law groups. Greenspan, AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell,
focuses her practice on appellate law, employment law, busi

Susan Pearl and her son were featured in a November

Braulio L. Baez has joined Akerman Senterfitt as of

ness torts, intellectual property litigation, and insurance

2009 Miami Herald front page article titled "Man's fight

counsel in their Tallahassee office. He is former chair

coverage disputes. She counsels and represents clients in

with insurer inspires N.Y. reform bill."

man of the Florida Public Service Commission and has

complex commercial litigation in state and federal courts at
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1998
Robyn L. Vines has joined GrayRobinson in Fort Lau
derdale as a shareholder in the firm's family law practice.
Jane West has joined Conservation Law Foundation's
(CLF) Maine Advocacy Center in Portland as a staff
attorney. In her new position, West will focus on CLF's
advocacy campaigns for climate change and clean water
and transportation. She will also focus on CLF's work on
developing a low-carbon fuel standard for the Northeast
and Mid-Atlantic regions, as well as enforcing provisions
of the Clean Water Act and the Clean Air Act. Prior to
joining CLF, West was a founding partner of the Floridabased public interest environmental law firm Collins &.
West, P.A., where she represented not-for-profit envi
ronmental organizations in land use and environmental
disputes. She has served as a magistrate of Palm Beach
County's Environmental Control Hearing Board and has
served on the Environmental and Land Use Law Section
of The Florida Bar, chairing the Public Interest Commit
tee. She is the recipient of the Judy Florence Memorial
Award for Outstanding Service to the Environmental and
Land Use Law Section of The Florida Bar, as well as the

established entities in their international growth. NSU

Jim O'Hara was interviewed on the NBC 6 news regarding

alumni looking to join the alumni association can reach

Michael Brewer, a burn victim.

Papas, who is featured on www.nova.edu, at (212) 907-6580.
Abigail Montjoy Pollak was appointed by President
Obama to the Commission to Study the Potential Creation
of a National Museum of the American Latino. Pollak
began her career working at Estudio Grau Abogados, one
of the largest law firms in Peru, in the areas of mining
and petroleum. She then returned to school, studying
at the University of Miami School of Law, where she
obtained her L.L.M. in Comparative Law, and later at
Nova Southeastern University, where she was awarded
her second law degree. After graduating, Pollak concen
trated in the areas of employment and immigration law.
Additionally, she served as a legal consultant for Plural
Productions, a Spanish production company working with
Univision's Spanish-language television show A1 Filo die la
Ley. Pollak is involved in fund-raising for many charities,

including Cancer Schmancer, Mission International
Rescue, Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center, South
Florida Youth Foundation, and the Mirabel Foundation.

2003
Jeffrey Backman, a partner with the law firm of Adorno
& Yoss, a top-five law firm in South Florida, has filed and
opened a campaign account for the seat of county court
judge, Group 1. Backman's primary areas of practice in
clude securities and commercial litigation. An active
community leader, he was named Man of the Year in 2007
by The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society for his exten
sive fund-raising efforts and volunteer contributions to
the organization. Backman is on The Leukemia & Lym
phoma Society Board of Trustees, a member of Leadership
Broward Class XXVII, and a member of the B'nai B'rith
Justice Unit's Executive Board of Directors. In 2008, Backman was named a Legal Elite "Up & Coming" attorney
by Florida Trend. He is also a member of the Young Law
yers Section of the Broward County Bar Association and a
member of The Florida Bar. He is admitted to practice in
all of Florida's federal courts.

2001

Rebecca Bratter, attorney at
Greenspoon Marder, P.A., was

Krupnick &. Campbell Award for Exceptional Trial Advo
cacy. She has served as the co-chair of the Environmental

Elizabeth Ricci of Rambana

recently elected to the March

Law and Eminent Domain Law CLE Section of the Palm

&. Ricci, P.A., Immigration

of

Attorneys, was appointed as

Board of

American Immigration Lawyers
Association Central Florida

a mother of two and wife of a

Chapter liaison to the Florida

making an impact in educating

Department of Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles. Ricci was

women about healthy babies.

Beach County Bar.

1999
Kathleen Angione has been named a partner with
Katzman Garfinkel Rosenbaum. She practices in the
firm's Fort Lauderdale office. Angione heads up the firm's
collections department.
H. Michael Muniz became board certified in appellate
practice. To become board certified in appellate practice
a Florida lawyer must, within the three-year period
preceding the application submission, accumulate at least
25 appeals for which he/she is solely or primarily responsi
ble, accumulate at least five oral arguments during thatsame
period, accumulate more than 40 CLE credits in appellate
practice, undergo satisfactory peer review, and pass the

Dimes

Broward

County

Directors.

Bratter,

local OB/GYN, is focused on

Bratter concentrates her prac

recently honored by the Girl

tice at Greenspoon Marder in

Scout Council of the Florida

the areas of complex commercial and civil litigation with

Panhandle as this year's Wom

a focus on federal court cases. She is currently a member

an of Distinction in the Law category. Ricci has worked

of the Broward County Bar Association's Young Leaders

in the immigration law field for more than 20 years and

Section, the Broward County Association for Women Law

has given several seminars on immigration law across

yers, and the Young Leaders Division of the United Jewish

Florida. She has also been deposed as an expert witness

Community of Broward County. Bratter is also a volunteer
teacher at A Children's Carousel school in Weston, Florida.

in litigation regarding immigrant issues and has been
hired by others in the legal profession to travel abroad to
secure visas for clients.

Adam Chrzan opened a solo practice in July 2009, special
izing in criminal defense and family law. Chrzan worked
David

appellate practice certification examination.

A.

Salomon

and

Gustavo A. Bravo have opened

for the State Attorney's Office, 19th Circuit, in Vero Beach,
for six years, mostly handling felonies.

their law firm, Salomon Bravo,
John R. Whittles was elected
to the Palm Beach County Bar

PL.

Association (PBCBA) Board of

on personal injury, insurance

downtown

Fort

Nicolette J. Fontaine resides in Tennessee and works in

focuses

real estate, as well as the music and entertainment industry.

Directors as a director-at-large.

litigation, small business solu

A shareholder with Richman

Judy Goodman, who graduated with a health care law

tions, and criminal defense.

Greer, P.A., Whittles concen

concentration, was recognized in the 2009 Palm Beach Daily

Blending Salomon's years of

News supplement entitled "Palm Beach Elite: 100 People

trial experience with Bravo's

law,

Who Get Things Done" in the medicine and health care

years of experience represent

constitutional law, and election

category as a public policy specialist for her consulting

law. A Palm Beach County

ing Fortune 500 companies, the boutique-style law firm
will maintain a high quality, low volume practice to ensure

resident for more than 30

story may be viewed at www.palmbeachdailynews.com

clients receive the type of personalized attention they

lsocietylcontentlspecialsectionslpbelitelpbelite.html.

trates his practice in commercial
litigation,

employment

years, Whittles has previously served the PBCBA Young
Lawyers Section as president, president-elect, secre
tary, and treasurer. In 2003, 2004, and 2008, Whittles
also served as a PBCBA delegate for The Florida Bar
Young Lawyers Division's Affiliate Outreach Conference.
Founded in 1922, the PBCBA is a nonprofit, voluntary
association financed

The

Lauderdale law firm

work for Good Samaritan Medical Center. The entire

deserve. Salomon began his career in the Broward County
Public Defender's Office. From there, Salomon started the

Michael Shafir joined Broad

Law Offices of David Salomon, P.A., a successful criminal

and Cassel in Miami as an

defense firm

associate in the commercial

that handled a broad range of criminal

defense matters throughout South Florida.

by annual dues from attorneys. The

litigation practice group.

Glenn E. Thomas, shareholder

mission of the PBCBA is to serve its members, foster

at Lewis, Longman &. Walker,

professionalism, and enhance the public's understanding

P.A., was recently appointed to

and awareness of the legal system. In addition to providing

the Executive Council of the

services to its members, the PBCBA performs hundreds of

City, County, and Local Govern

direct and indirect services for the community.

ment Section of The Florida Bar.
He is also a member of the State
Bar of Georgia. Thomas assists

2004

clients in licensing and disci
Erin J. Deady of Lewis, Longman & Walker, spoke at the

plinary matters before various

Scott A. Atherton, Arlene K. Kline '96, and others

Annual Environmental Permitting Summer School in Marco

state agencies. He represents

Island and presented "Energy and Climate Change: Growth

public and private clients in local government, pension,
labor, and employment law matters. He also advises public

published "Employment Law for Law Firms: Do the
Shoemaker's Children Need New Shoes?, Part 1" which

Management and Environmental Policy Ramifications."

employers and pension boards on federal and state laws
Elaine Papas is president of NSU's Manhattan, New
York, alumni group. Papas holds a degree in liberal arts
from Barry University, a master's degree in psychology
from NSU, a master's degree in human resources from St.
Thomas University, and a law degree from NSU. She also
holds a certificate in cross-cultural dispute resolution from
Pepperdine University. Her international business has led
her to work with star clients such as Donald Trump. Papas
assists clients who are eager to get into rising countries
such as Dubai. She also works with governments and

appeared in The Florida Bar Journal, Volume 83, No. 7, with
Part 2 by the same authors appearing in Volume 83, No. 9.

pertaining to governmental retirement programs.
Janet Buchanan of Gunster, Attorneys at Law in Fort

2002
Sorraya M. Solages of Berk, Merchant &. Sims has been
elected to the Miami-Dade County Bar Association
Board of Directors and appointed secretary of the MiamiDade Young Lawyers Section.

Lauderdale, has been appointed treasurer of the Greater
Fort Lauderdale Area Tax Council.
Lisa Hoffman joined the Charlotte office of Shumaker,
Loop & Kendrick as an associate with the medical
malpractice litigation group. Prior to joining Shumaker,
Hoffman was a prosecutor with the State Attorney's
Office, 17th Judicial Circuit of Florida. She is licensed

NOVA Lawyer

CLASS ACTIONS

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
to practice law in North Carolina, Florida, and the
District of Columbia.
Gail Levine, assistant state at
torney and senior trial counsel,
was selected by the Association
of Government Attorneys in
Capital Litigation (AGACL) for
their prestigious Trial Advocacy
Award. The awards ceremony

Vijay Gibran Brijbasi has joined Gonzalez & Wermuth.

2006

clients, he is handling numerous pro bono family law
cases, as well as volunteering his time helping women

Aaron Allison is a partner with Allison & Ward, LLP
in Austin, Texas and focuses his practice in workers' com
pensation law and personal injury trial law.

obtain permanent restraining orders against their abusers.
He is a member of the Public Policy Committee, an
ambassador for the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce,
and a member of the San Francisco Adult Day Services
Network Board of Directors. He was also appointed to the

2007

took place July 31, 2009. Levine,
a prosecutor with the Miami-

Terry A. Szucsko has opened the Law Office of Terry A.
Szucsko, Inc. in San Francisco. In addition to his regular

State Bar of California Executive Committee for their
Small Firm and Solo Division.
Joanne Charles joined the law

Dade State Attorney's Office

finn of Greenspoon Marder, P.A.,

since 1985, was nominated for

as an associate in the grow

2009

the national award by Miami-Dade State Attorney Kather-

ing commercial and civil litiga

ine Fernandez Rundle. As a senior trial attorney, Levine

tion practice areas. During her

has lectured and trained other assistant state attorneys and

time at the NSU Law Center,

availed herself to help and counsel other prosecutors on

she was a Goodwin Fellow and

how to effectively present a case. She is considered a mas

served as editor in chief of the

ter of trial tactics and is known for her advocacy skills.

Nova Law Review. She also

Nolan Garrido's paper, which he wrote for professor Pearl

participated in the Willem C.

Goldman's Comparative Law Seminar last year, will be

Vis

cial Arbitration Moot as a brief writer, oralist, and team

published by NSU's 1LSA Journal of International and
Comparative Law. The article compares U.S. and Brazilian

coach. Prior to obtaining her law degree, Charles attended

legal efforts to control digital music piracy and P2P software.

Nicole C. Morris, was appoint
ed to the NSU Law Alumni As
sociation Palm Beach County
Chapter Board of Directors. She
serves as their treasurer. Morris
practices with The Law Office
of Nicole C. Morris, P.A., in the
areas of estate planning, trust and
estate administration, and real
estate matters.
Vicki Tucci was presented the Child Abuse Watch's Child
Advocate of the Year Award by Palm Beach Mayor Lois
Frankel on November 13, 2009. This was the first time
that this honor has been awarded. Tucci, who serves as
the circuit director of the Guardian ad Litem Program
for the 15th Judicial Circuit, spoke of the importance of
all aspects of the child advocacy community in helping

International

Commer

Jonathan Blackmore's article, "The Influence of Franz
Kafka on American Jurisprudence" was published in The
Journal Jurisprudence, Volume 4, October 2009.

the Newhouse School of Public Communications at Syracuse
University, where she earned journalism and psychology
degrees. After graduation, she settled in the metropoli

Laurence Krutchik has joined Atkinson &. Brownell
in Miami.

tan New York area and worked for various publishers as a
writer and editor. Charles is a member of the American
Bar Association and former board member of the T.J.

Lundi McCarthy was hired as an attorney for the Depart
ment of Defense in Washington, D.C.

Reddick Bar Association. She is admitted to practice in
the U.S. District Court, Southern District of Florida. Prior

Alan St. Louis has announced

to joining Greenspoon Marder, Charles practiced in the

his candidacy for State Repre

health law group at Broad and Cassel.

sentative of Florida in the 2010
elections. He is a candidate for

Marta Colomar Garcia has joined Diaz, Reus, Targ & Lee,

District 78, which spans across

in Miami, as an associate. She handles complex

parts of Palm Beach, Martin,

international corporate transactions, contracts, and real
estate matters.

St. Lucie, and Okeechobee
counties. St. Louis was born
in Florida and his hometown

children. Frankel spoke about her respect and support of
the program and of Tucci's role in particular. Since 2004,

Brian D. Meisner is an associate with Marks, O'Neill,

is Boca Raton, Florida. At age

Tucci has served as instructor for South University, teach

O'Brien & Courtney, P.C. in New York City. His practice

18, he enlisted in the United

ing an ABA-approved paralegal program. She is a member

areas include labor and employment law, municipal law,

States Air Force and worked with the security police. He

of The Florida Bar, and the Palm Beach County Bar
Association. In 2002, Tucci attained the honor of Black-

commercial law and contractual claims, construction
claims, toxic and mass torts, products liability, negligence,

stone Fellow through the Alliance Defense Fund. She

and professional liability. He recently argued in front of New

of Science in Computer Science degree from Weber State
University in 2004. He currently practices in Boca Raton

was also the recipient of a Florida Bar Fellowship, which
focused on pro bono work.

York's Appellate Division in response to an appeal seeking

and lives there with his wife, Jamie, and their daughter.

2005
Emily Patricia Graham was admitted to practice law in
Louisiana in October 2009. Her practice focuses on enter
tainment and business law in the Law Offices that bear her
name, with locations in Miami, Florida, and Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. At the 2009 Sunshine Seminars, presented by
the First Amendment Foundation of Florida and held in
Niceville, she spoke on Florida Media Law as a representa
tive of the Florida Bar Media and Communications Law
Committee. In December, Graham, also an assistant or
ganizer of the Louisiana Filmmakers Group, spoke at the
New Orleans Actors Resource Center 2009 Actors Expo.
This spring, Graham was appointed chair of the Legisla
tive Committee of the Florida Bar's Entertainment, Arts,

an order overturning the granting of summary judgment
to his client, a major insurance carrier, on a subrogation

Allison Sinclair has joined Santucci, Priore & Long in

matter asserted against them by another major insurance

Fort Lauderdale as an associate. Sinclair focuses her prac

carrier. He handled every step of the litigation and the

tice on intellectual property and civil litigation.

order granting his client summary judgment was upheld.
Sarah Tar, the first recipient of the Charles Kaplan Award
Matthew Seamon was asked to be a presenter at the

for her work in the Children and Family Law Clinic, is

University of Michigan Tom D. Rowe 58th Annual

employed by the Miami State Attorney's Child Support
Enforcement Division.

Pharmacy Lectures, held in September 2009, addressing
medicinal marijuana. Seamon is an associate professor
of pharmacy practice at the NSU College of Pharmacy.

Scott A. Wachholder joined

Ethan Wall of Richman Greer was elected to the Dade

in Coral Springs. He concen

County Bar Association Young Lawyers Section Board
of Directors.

of personal injury and per

the Weinstein Law Firm based

dustry and the recent passage of an increase in Florida's
Film Tax Incentives. This April, she was on the host com

2008

litigation. Prior to joining the
Weinstein Law Firm, Wach

Ashley J. Dillman of Richman Greer was elected to the
Dade County Bar Association Young Lawyers Section
Board of Directors.

mittee and a panelist at "From Hollywood to South Beach:
The First Annual International Legal Symposium on the

Marissa J. Pullano, an as

World of Music, Film, Television, and Sports," presented

sociate with the law firm

by the American Bar Association Forum on the Entertain

Brinkley, Morgan, Solomon,

ment and Sports Industries. She spoke on film incentives
for Louisiana and Florida productions.

Tatum,

Stanley

&

of

Lunny,

LLP, has been elected to the
Broward County Bar Asso

Leanne Innet passed the patent bar exam.

ciation Young Lawyers Section
Board of Directors. Pullano's
who

practice focuses primarily in

holds a Master of Laws in Es

the area of marital and family

tate Planning, was named by
Florida Super Lawyers magazine
as one of the "Rising Stars"

law, including dissolution of
marriage, alimony, child custody and visitation, equitable
distribution, and adoption. She is admitted to practice be

in Florida for 2009. Less than

fore all Florida state courts. She is a member of the Ameri

3 percent of lawyers in the

can Bar Association, The Florida Bar, and the Broward
County Bar Association.

Ganon

J. Studenberg,

state are named to this list.
He founded his own trusts and
estates law firm in 2007.

trates his practice in the area
sonal injury protection (PIP)

and Sports Law (EASL) Section and helped steer their
lobbying efforts in promoting Florida's entertainment in

received an honorable discharge and received a Bachelor

holder worked as a law clerk at
a prestigious insurance defense
firm, focusing his work on PIP
litigation defense. While in law school, Wachholder com
peted in several mock trial competitions and participated
in study-abroad programs in Athens, Greece, and London,
England, focusing on the study of international litigation.
Jamie Cohen Wasserman has
joined Ruden McClosky as an
associate in the firm's litigation
practice group in Fort Lauder
dale. She focuses her practice in
commercial, land use, and real
property litigation, as well as
employment law. Wasserman
interned as a summer associate
at Ruden McClosky and, prior
to joining the firm, worked as
a research assistant at the NSU Law Center. Wasserman
served as an intern to Senator Arlen Specter in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, and Washington, D.C., from 2001-2005. •
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President-Elect of American Bar Association
Addresses Graduates at Law School Commencement
Stephen Zack, the first Hispanic American to serve as president
elect of the American Bar Association (ABA), addressed 266
graduates at the May 16, 2010, commencement ceremony of Nova
Southeastern University's Shepard Broad Law Center. During the
ceremony, the trustees of NSU awarded Zack an Honorary
Degree of Doctor
of Laws. Zack, who
is slated to be
come president of
the ABA in August
2010, will become
the first
Hispanic
American president of the largest voluntary
bar association in the world. Raised in Cuba,
Zack is the son of a Cuban mother and an
American father. He was also the youngest
and first Hispanic American to serve as presi
dent of The Florida Bar, a position he held in 1989. Zack also previously served as chair of
the ABA's House of Delegates from 2004 to 2006. The 555-member body debates and
votes on issues that become official ABA policy, and the chair of the House is the second
highest elected office within the association. Zack is a partner in the national law firm
Boies, Schiller and Flexner LLP, as well.

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY

"2010 Timely Topics for All Lawyers"
A Continuing Legal Education
Program Presented by NSU's
Law Alumni Association
The NSU Law Alumni Association presented "2010 Timely
Topics for All Lawyers" on Friday, April 16, 2010, at the
Shepard Broad Law Center. The program was approved by
The Florida Bar for five CLE credits, including one ethics
credit. Topics addressed included "Out of Money, Out of
Time, Out of Options—The Top 10 Things Every Lawyer
Should Know about Elder Law," "Marketing Your Practice
in the 21st Century," "Family Law Issues That Affect You
and Your Clients," "Financial Self-Defense...In a Flash!" and
"What Every Lawyer Needs to Know about the 2010 Changes
to the Rules of Professional Conduct." A reception was held
at the Law Center for all participants after the well-attended
CLE event.

Rising Stars
Renette Louissaint, 2L, and
Brittany Rawlings, 3L, were
proud recipients of 200910 Rising Star Scholarship
Awards presented by the
Broward County Women
Lawyers' Association.
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Published for the alumni and friends of the Shepard Broad Law Center

ON THE DOCKET
2010
June 24

Boca Raton Resort and Club
Alumni and Friends Reception
6:30-7:30 p.m.

July 28

The Westin Tampa Harbour Island Hotel
Tampa, Florida
Annual Tampa Bay Alumni Reception
6:00-7:30 p.m.

LAW LIBRARY HOURS*
REGULAR HOURS:
Monday-Thursday.. 8:00 a.m.-midnight
Friday

8:00 a.m.-midnight

Saturday

9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Sunday

10:00 a.m.-midnight
* Special hours during holidays
and exams. For more information,
call (954) 262-6200.
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Nova Southeastern University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools (1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097, Telephone number: 404-679-4501) to award associate's,
bachelor's, master's, educational specialist, and doctoral degrees. • Nova Southeastern University's Shepard Broad Law
Center is a member of the Association of American Law Schools and is accredited by the Council of the Section of Legal
Education and Admissions to the Bar of the American Bar Association (321 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60610-4714,
Telephone number: 312-988-6738).
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